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THE NEWS THIS MOENING.

Foreicy,—The Grand Duke Nicholas has arrived
st Kischined to take commaud of the Russian army.
e—— The Chi b are on their way to
Earope. It is expected in France that M.
Duclere will be called npon to form a mimstry.

DomesTic.—Florida has been doclured for Hayes
by 930 mujority ; the Democratic House in South
Carolina has seeured by a legal quornm of 63,
The electoral colleges met yesterday; there
waa no break in any delegation ; the Tilden candi-
dates for electors in Oregon, Lonisiana, aud south
Carolina met and voted elso; Republican electors in
sSouth Carolinn and Louisiana stated that they had
been offored $10,000 and $100,000 for their votes,
——— Gen. Garfield returned from Lonisiana satis-
fied that the electornl vote of the State was Repub-
liean. Mr, Hewitt again calied on the Presi-
dent. The remains of Baron De Palm were
cremated at Washington, Penu, === An impeach-
ment of the President is talked of by Democratic
members of Congreas,

Coxannss.—The President sent a message to both
Houses coutaining & letter from Senator Eherman
and others on the election in Louisians. A debate
ensned in the Senate. The standing and select com-
mittees were sunounced, == The Houso listened
to the reading of the message and then tabled it.

CrTy AND SUBURBAN.—By the burning of the
Brooklyn Theater over 300 lives were lost. The
work of exhuming bodies from the rmins and identi-
fyiug them is not yet completed. Most of the lost
were young men of the humbler classes. Twao
sctors, H. 8. Murdoch and Clande Burroughs, per-
ished. The calamity caused the most inteuse ex-
eitement in this city snd Brooklyn, Gold,
108%, 1081, 108%. Gold value of the legal-tender
dollar at the close, 92010 cents. Stocks firm st the
opening, but olosing lower and weak,

Tar Weararr.—Tne Trisuse's local observa-
tions indicate eloudy and slightly warmer weataer.
=——— In this city yesterday it was clear and cool.
Thermometer, 25%, 40°, 339,

The Democratic majority in the House has
been put in charge of a committee of seven,
for fear of accidenta. Ths is well, but the
size of the committee ought to be a little
better proportioned to the size of the job.

In Japan the Government has given proof
of ite witality by quelling in twelve days the
fnsurrection in the southern and western
provinces. The victory is tarnished, however,
by the sentence of eight of the leaders to

————

Mr. Fernando Wood made some fecling re-
marks in Congress yesterday about his heart,
and the indignation that swelled within it
Mr. Wood has all the tender susceptibility of
a graven image, and when Lis heart swells it

is a serious matter,
———ip———

Gov. Kellogg seems to have been in an un-
pecessary flurry yesterday about the Tilden
electors, I those gen'lemen chose to mect
and go through the form of casting their bal-
Jots, it was s ceremony that did not disturb the
public peace in the lesst. The halls of State

are so often given up to meetings
of all kinds that the spectacle of cight gen-
tlemen meeting in & laree hall and voting for
Tilden could hardly have suggested anything
more revolutionary than cold feet.

The locomotive is holding its ground in
China. After much wrangling, the Chinese
authorities have consented to allow the experi-
mental rilroad built vear Shanghai to remain
in British hands for a year, after which 1t is
to be purchased by the Nanking Government.
This step toward the introductio: of railroads
in China eoncerns us, sinco by the burlingame
treaty we have stipulated to designate engi-
peers whenever His Imperial Majesty deter-
mines to carry out inteynal improvements.

In behalf of the United States SBupreme

worthy of as much respect as those
of our highest tribunsl, We venture to sug-
whole, the record of the

Bupreme Court is considerably botter thau that

of the Returning Board, aud that whatever
view may be taken of the action of the Intter
now, the Supreme Court ought not to be
bandied sbout in eheap comparisens with He-
turning Bonrds or other political bodics whose

garments ure not free from the smell of fire.
eSS

Uneertainty still reigns at Versailles, Presi-
dent MacMahon judiciously refrains from in-
terference, and appears as willing to accept
new ministers a8 he is to retain those who are
temporanly in power. M. Duelere, who is ex-
pected to form a pew ministry, onght to com-
mand the confidence of both radicals and con-
servatives.  Sprung from the ranks of the
people, he attained distinetion as n jonrnalist,
and was Minister of Finance under the Pro-
visional Government in 1548, Ie was a
wember of the late National Assembly, and
there voted with the advaneed Hepnblicans.
His eareer gives assuranee that he will never
betray the popular cause.

ks S

The suggestion made in a letter to the editor
{his morping, bused upon a recent statnte
touching the choice of electors, deserves af-
tention. If, according to this theory, the
power resides in the State Legislatures to pro-
vide for casting the vote of a State in the
event of the votes baving been for any cause
thrown out by Congress, it puts a new phase
upon the whole matter, and possibly check-
mates any action by the Demoerats in Con-
gress, All the disputed States are in Republi-
can hands, and to lenve the choice of electors
to the Legislatures, by throwing out the pres-
ent vote, would not alter the situation. The
only Democratic hope in that ecase wonld be
in the establishiment of the Hampton Govern-
ment in South Carolina and the rejection of
the electoral vote of that State. The commu-

nication raises an interesting question,
il

The report of Senntor Sherman and his col-
leagues in the Republican delegation to New-
Orleans, which the President transmitted to
Congress yesterday, gives a careful and infer-
esting resumé of the whole Louisiana contro-
versy, from the Republican point of view.
It begine its review with the riots and
persecutions of 1868, during which year it
is said 2,000 cases of murder, outrage, and
violence were recorded. It was the nocessity
of having some revision of the returns of an
election vitinted by suech influences that led to
the establishment of the Returning Board,
both parties concurring in the measure, The
report gives some personal account of the present
members of the Board, and adds the detailed
statements of violenee anid intimidation in the
clection just past, and their resulis, with which
Northern readers are already familiar, It is
an able statement of the Republican side of
this unhappy controversy, and as such it will
make useful reading for the Demoeratie House
and Democrats everywhere, Mr. Fernando
Wood to the contrary notwithstanding.
g,

The monotonous form of casting the electo-
ral votea is this year invested with an unpre-
cented interest, and, unbappily, apparently
darkened with the shadow of attempted
bribery. While no mnews has been  re-
coived of the meetings of a number of
the more vemote FElectoral Colleges, it is
evident that Gov. Hayes has received 185
votes, inelnding these of Louisiana, Sonth
Carolina, and Florida, and Gov, Tilden 154,
{n Louisisna both scts of electors met and
voted, and in South Carohina the Tilden elee-
tors met, but there is 8o far no announcement
of their having voted. In Oregon there is a
tangle of an amusing kind. One Democratic

elector having been counted in on  the
gronnd of the ineligibility of the Re-
publican postmaster, the Republicans  re-

fused to act with him, and he began, in
his eolitary grandeur, to “fill vacanciea,"
The dispatehes do not state whether the Re-
publicans joined in the ballot in which Tilden
received one vote, or whetlier the Democratic
elector, in the goadness of his heart, filled the
vacancies with Repullicans, The one fact of
importance is that a Tilden eleetor has the
Governor’s certifleate. Tt is not likely, however,
to be of wuch serviee to him. In Vermont there
wag 8 Democratic lunatic loose, He wanted
Mr. Sollace’s place, filed his protest, voted Tor
Tilden, signed bis own certificate, appointed
himsclf his own messenger te Washington,
and is probably already on his way, with the

charitable  design  of mnking it hot
for Congress, This episode has mnone
of the serious character of the Demo-

cratic munenver in Oregon, ‘That attemp
to defeat the clearly expressed will of the
people by a party which loudly demands that
that will be allowed expression elsewhere, lays
bare its grasping and uuserupalons wsincerity,
But even this is of minor importance com-
pared with the definite statements made of
attempted  bribery of clectors.  They come
from States where Gov. Tilden's friemds have
beon trying to secure votes, and are entitled
to serions sttention. There are facts within
the knowledge of the proper authoritics which
leave little room to doubt that deliberate ef-
forts of this kind have been made, that they
were instigated from New-York, and that the
money to carry them out was provided in this
city. The aceeptance of such a hrabe would
be an appalling crime; what shall we say of
the offer of it?

THE BROOKLYN CALAMITY.

The first report of the burning of the Brook-
Iyn Theater, though apparently authentic and
substantially adopted by all the morning news-
papers, was found, long before noon yester-
day, to have been a miserably insuffcient one,
Instead of a loss of hife, if any, as inconsidera-
ble as such a loss ean ever be, a horritied publie
was soon informed that the fatality had been
of enormous proportions.  All  day long
additions were made to the dreary aggregate
of the dead. At 11 o'elock a. m. rixty-
five bodies had been removed from the ruins,
and as the operations went on the public stood
aghast at the almost ineredible mortality, In
the afternoon the number of corpses exhumed
had reached 150; before midnight it summed
up 900, This number comprises the majonty
of all who were in the third tier. In their en-
deavor to escapo from the gallery by the nar-
row stairway they overcrowded it so that it
broke down, and they foll in a mass on the
floor beneath, That in its turn gave way, aud
they were precipitated into the cellar, Al the
corpses are burned past recognition.  The uw-
ful story is recounted in our columus, aml we
have only to point ont here some of its salient
and most startling features,

1t is time, in eomsidering snch events as this,
to dismiss fivally all hopes of safety or of
reseue which are based upon the public pres-
ence of mind, By many a severe lesson we
have been taught that when five ia discovered
in a well-filled theater, it 18 idle to anticipate
any exercise of reason or reflection. Punie
and prudence are sinply incompatible. The
instinets of self-preservation are not to be
restrained, even when some control of them

'might result in an escape from death, The

men and women who are fleeing from destruc-
tion will crowd, jostle, shouider, and trample
each other down, unless the path is broad and
fully open to a't.  In Brooklyn, congidering
the eowd and the exigency, there wis a
very insuflicient way from tho family circle ;
but even this difficulty wonld have been over-
come to n great extent it the flooring in the
Jobbies hnd not gone down and if the Jobby
doors had been sufficiently wide and had opened
directly into the street. Ii was the dreadful
ernsh which eaused all the wndschief, and those
who were burned and those who were tram-
pled down alike owed their fate to the wretched
wanagement which rendered it impossible at
onee to empty the house, Everything seems
to have been done which could he done
by the police nnd the professional peo-
ple attached to the establishment who pre-

served  their  equanimity; but the simple
fact that the terror-stricken crowd knew
that the only escape from death was

through the comparatively narrow doors was
sufficient to frustrate the purpose of the most
energetic appeals. The actress, Miss Claxton,
who eried to the people, ** Be quict; we are bo-
# tween you and the fire; the front doors are
“ open and the possages are clear,” showed a
noble courage, and one is specially gratified to
learn that she herself eseaped. She probably
owed this to the very coolness which rendered
Ler unheeded remonstrance possible,

This may be no moment perhaps for bita of
moldy refleetion, Still we may say that there
is something peculiarly melancholy, in the
deepest sense of the word, in a catusirophe
Jike this. Sndden death is always startling
and impressive even when it is individuoal ;
but the euddeh death of masses of men,
women, and children, guthered together for
amusement, and at the moment of general enjoy-
ment, is full of acute contrast as well as of tmgie
sugestion.  Here, too, the agony of the be-
reaved was aggravated and intensified by sus-
penso, 1t was so long before imploring ingquirera
could know the worst. The search, w hieh
must have scemed so slow, as it revealed the
charred and disignred remuing of the vietims,
wans almost a ernel kindness to those who
awaited its ghastly revelations. DBt mixed
with our feeling of natnral sympathy is a
mortifying sense not merely of the inseenrity
of human life but of the elumsiness and care-
lessness with which we guard it from premature
extinetion, Theaters ean undonbiedly be built
of & construction so cantions and so ingeniously
arranged that such destruction as we are now
considering will be simply impossible, It is
frightiul to think that for years we Lave all
been frequenting theaters in which, night after
night, the same tragedy deeper than any pre-
sented upon the stage, has been not only pos-
gible but probable. And yet it seems almost
superfluous to say that a theater may be von-
structed whieh shall be alwolutely fire-proof.
The seenery itsell, the most inflammable of the
stage appointments, might be panted upon
iron. An iron curtain might always be ready
in eases of emergency to fall between the stage
and the auditorium. The facilities for egress,
aow often and culpably narrow, might be so
complete s to muke it possible to empty the
house i & very short period of time. Every-
thing about the building should be amply
spacions, and especially should the stairways
be wide, of casy deseent, and without angles.

Of the rules to be observed in the iutenor
economy of the theater, of the need of an
ample supply of water remdy to be turned
on at a moment’s notiee, of serupulous eare-
fulness in the illumination of all parts of the
building, it seems searcely necessary for us to
say anythivg, If eapitalists who put a great
deal of money into theatrieal structures, if
lessees who have their all invested in the
properties there, and if actors whose lives
are always endangered by a conflagration of
the theater, eaunot together devise nnd build
aud monage a play-honse which eunnct be
purned and which will not be a murderons
trap for its patrons—if self-interest and self-
preservation are insuilicient to preveot these
disnsters, the wise will have a better reason
for refusing to visit the theater ut nll than
has yet been furnished us by ultra moralista,
The danger has been established by too many
examples to be despized even by the fool-
hardy. Every reader of theatrical history
knows how many theaters have been burned,
and why they have been burned, and why in-
girgnes companies regard them properly enongh
a8 extra-hazardous risks, To say that there ia
no_help for this is to underrate human wge-

lnll‘l\'.
The lesson of the Brooklyn tragedy is such

o simple one that it will bo strunge if  those
who have the contro! of theaters do not profit
by it, for their own sake, if vot for the suke
of the public hy which they live and get
great gain. We have no reason, unfortunately,
for perfect confldence that the preseul warning
will mot be wasted upon reckless manngess
and a still more reckless  publie. For about
what we eall aecidents we are singalarly ob-
tuse. Ships and railway traing are wreeked
for want of the simplest precantions, and with
enormons loss of life; gartulous discussion en-
gnes, amd wfter a hittle interval ships and rail-
way traing are wreeked with even greater loss
of life ngain. A considerable advance toward
absolute safety from  futal  “ accidents™ we
undonbtedly  have made; but we shall not
think that socicty has done enough or learned
wisely and suffictently until sneh a fire as that
in Brooklyn on ‘Tuesday night has become
wueh more neprly inpossilide,

FILES IN THEATERS.

Many suggestions will be eallod forth hy
the calamity in Brooklyn. Perfect safety for
large audiences may be impossible of atinin-
ment, but there are a few  mensurcs  that

can be  adoptgd  immediately, and  ought
to be wmade compulsory. The means of
extt  from  upper  galleries  should  be

made fully as ample as those from the lower
portions of the wsuditorinm, since the oc-
cupnnts of those galleries will have further to
go in escaping, Narrowing o pussuge-way in
any one part is a8 dangerous as narrowing
the whole of it; mneglect on this point
was the chiel cause of the heaviest loss
of life in the Brooklyn Theater. Soveral
of our theaters are quite as dangerously con-
trived in that particular, and veed prompt at-
tention from the anthorvities.  If ever inventors
ghonld be sucecssful in construocting a prae-
tienl fire-escape that could be of serviee to o
crowd of people ns well as to a few, 1t should
be attached to theater windows, and would
be more important there than on ten-
ement-louses. A few  of our theaters
have only uarrow and dangerons means of
exit from every part of the house, Qur Fire
Murshals are perfectly conversant with these
fucts, Such buildings should be altered with-
out delay.  In the present temper of the pub-
lic, no excuse will be accepted, and it will not
answer for ollicidds to shift the responsibility
for negiect from oue department to another
ani leave the buildings in their present con-
dition,

Where, there are extra doora for exit, they

]

should be thrown open every night when the
audience is withdrawing. Otherwise snch doors
are apt to be fastened when the great emer-
geney arisee for their use, It is in evidence
that the extra doors in  the Brooklyn Theater
were bolted apd the bolis rosted. By a
mere piece of fortune, one of the employés
happened to have an iron bar in his pocket,
with which he foreed the bolts ; otherwize the
loss of life would have been still lyrger. It is
not quite sufficient simply to provide such
doors, even with the addition of a sign
attached to them, as in the Brooklyn Academy
of Music, stating that they can be vpened in
cnse of alarm.

Ample means should be provided for extin-
guishing & fire in a theater; but these alone
are not enough ; the employés should be trained
and practiced as the men are on some steam-
ghips, so that upon an alarm of fire each is
ready to perform his special duty, and there
is no confusion or wasted coffort. The showy
scenes  of modern  stage-carpeniry have
introduced new perils, Scenery which in-
cludes & canvas roof or other extensive
flat or sloping parta is specially dangerous.
Had there been none but upright scenes on
the stage in Brooklyn when the burning por-
tion of the fly was eut off and fell, doubtless
the fire could have been easily extinguished
then and there. DBut an iron sereen that could
be let down as a stage curtain would probably
prove more effective in saving life when scenery
takes fire than any other means of precaution,

EX-GOFV, SEYMOUR ON CORRUPTION,

We chieerfully concede the honesty and sin-
cerity of the Hon, Horatio Seymour when he
says, a8 he did in his address to the Electoral
College at Albany on Tuesday, 1 know that
w [ seek only to save the honor of our common
“eountry and to securs the welfare of the
# American  people without regurd to party
« distinctions.”” DBut we recognize also the
candor of the declaration with which he pre-
faces the statement, * My faith in the party to
“ which 1 am attached and my indebtedness
“to its members way cloud my judgment.”
With great respeet for Gov, Seymour's high
character and perfeet faith in bis personal in-
tegrity and the honesty of his intentions, we
must still say not only that there is a possi-
bility that partisanship may clowd his jndg-

ment, but that to an mpartial  mind
familiar with the facts the eonclusion
is upavoidable that his judgment has

been 8o Mouded, notwithstanding the purity
of his motives and his manifest anxiely
to froe himself from prejudice.  Gov. Seymour's
speoch, of which the seutences we have quoted
aro the conclusion, is a vigorous, and, foi him,
harsh and bitter arraignment of the purty now
in power for attempting, as he believes, to de-
fraud the people of the country of their choiee
and count in the Republican candidaten by
fraud. The premises being triie, ne exception
could. be taken to the vigor and foree of the
arraignment or to the carnestness of his de-
punciation of the crime. Whatever may be
said of the good taste and propriety of Gov.
Seymour's appearance in the rdle of acenser or
judge, to which we shall presently refer, thera
certainly is no dispute ns to the magnitude of
the offense charged and no question as to the
suitableness of the terms in which he ex-
presses his righteous indignation., Gov, Sey-
monr’s views upon this subjeet to-day are
precisely those which Trg TrineNe has nlways
held, and to which it gave frequent and posi-
tive ntterance as long ago as 18GH, upon an
ocension  which the Governor may possibly
remember.

One reason why we think be has pllowed his
judgment to be elouded by partisanship is the
obvious haste with which he has jumped to
the eonclusion that ecorruption on the large
scnla he intimates has been practieed, snd that
! fraud ov o mnch lurger was  iniended

It was not Gov. SBeymour's habit to fall in so
| readily with eurrent rumor and credit churges
| of fraud npon State officials and others o few
yoars ago, when, as all the world knows, there
was very much more proof of them than in
the present case. If our memory serves us he
wis quite content to wait until the proofs were
indisputable before making up his Judgment,
And even then we do not remember auy such
protest or indignant denunciation of this great
crime ns his speech of Tuesday contained.
Possibly faith in the party to which he was
attached and  his  indebteduess  to  its
members may  have clonded  his Judgment
then, and made his action conservative
and enutious. Bat we think we deteet another
sign of clonded judgment in the stress he lays
upon the fact that the Demoeratie candidatos
have a popular majority, and the inference
therefrom that the declaration of the election
of their opponents must be by unfair methods
and is revolution. Gov. Seymonr kuows, of
course, that the election of a President by a
minority of the popular vote in quite possible
unier our Constitution, without any resort to
unfair methods, that it has several times so
happened, and that it is in thorough accord-
ance with his own and his pariy’s theory of
the Federal system, the rights of States, and
their relations to the General Government.
There is no oceasion certainly for any ont-
burst of indignation here. It was a contin-
genoy coutemplated by the founders of the
Government, was fully disenssed in all ita ronse-
quences, and hus o often happencd that the
apparent inconsistency and injustice of it have
been fully disconnted in the publie wind. Had
GGov. Seymour spoken with s little wore
frankness upon this subject, cven as a Demo-
eratie partisan, he swoulil have said the ques-
tion is not one of & popular majority. The
President is eleeted, not by the people, but by
tho States. That is Democtatie doctrine,

Now a8 to the propriety of Gov. Seymour's
pppearance in this particular yole. We repeat
that we do not doubt his sineerity or the hon-
ety of his indignant denuneiation of the Lou-
istans Returning Board.  We believe he hos
an honest aversion for the members of that
Board ; that e thinks * their touch and pres-
o upnee are polluting ;" and that he is profonndly
in enrnest when he says such plots as he be-
lieves them gmlty of “invoke anarchy, dis-
o gress, and dishonor”  And he utters n solemn
truth to whicli the country should give heed—
a truth as cogent now as in 1868—when he
gayn: * Aronsed patriotism ean crush resistance
%o law, but ecorruption kills houor, virtue,
“gnd patriotism, saps the foundutions of so-
“eiety, and brings down the structure of
o States and pations m roin aud dishonor.”
All foreibly and clearly stated, and as true as
Gospel. And yet these things were just ns
true in 1868 when, by the most gigantic elee-
tion frauds ever known in the history of the
country, the electoral. vote of New-York was
given to Horatio Seymour, and John T, Hofi-
man wins connted in and held the office of
Governor. The men who perpetrated those
frauds were full as bad as the Louisiana or
any other Returning Board has ever been
charged with being. But they were Demo-
crats. Mr. Seymour never thought their
“ touch and presence polluting.” 1t never ve-

fearful consequences were likely to flow from
their erimes. He never, to our knowledge,
drew back his hand from Tweed or refused
him recognition. And he certainly never pro-
tested against the frands which gave him
New-York's electoral vote and made John T.
Hoffman Goverpor. It makes amighty differ-
ence after all who commits the fraud and
who profits by it. Gov, Seymonr's words to-
day would bave had vostly more weight 1f, in
the course of a long public career in the State
of New-York, during which he must have
known that his party wasin the bubitual
practice of frand, he had ever put in one
single little word of protest against it. We
think he is honest, but we agree with him
that partisanship may bave clounded his judg-
ment. And we must say that under all the
circumstances he would have shown better
taste had he kept sileng.

THE DISPUTED STATES.

Florida completes the list, the official count
giving a majority of over 900 to the Republi-
ean electors, On the face of the returns the
majority was less than fifty, and, correcting
erroré, only one majority for one of the elee-
tors, but the power of the beard to serutinize
the legality of the vote at the different pre-
cincts has been exercised, and certain precincts
Lave been officially excluded from the count.
Attorney-General Cocke, who has been sup-
posed to sympathize with the Democrats,
voted in favor of this exclusion, and the
action of the board was unanimous. In
this cnse, as in South Carolina, it cannot be
claimed that the decision is unjust, for, if the
canvassers had acted upon the returns alone,
they would have declared elected the same
persons to whom they now give certificates
after investigation, The result in Louisiana
alone has been reached by the exclusion of
returna from precincts in which, it is decided,
no legal and fair election was held, 'The
jnstice of that decision will be doubted by
some and affirme by others, but it is the legal
decision of the only body empowered under
the lawas of the State to canvass the
votes. Unless it be overturncd by further
investigation and competent authority, we are
bound to accept that decision. Moreover, it
eannot be set asude by the wild clamor of
partisans, Abundant proof has been presented
to satisly every reasoning mind that there was
no legal election 1 many precinets of Louist-
ana, but, on the contrary, a state of unre-
strained violence amd unspeakable brutality,
and a reign of terror which rendered a free
¢lection impossible,  The doubt, in the minds
of candid men, is not whether such a condi-
tion existed in many localities, but whether 1t
existed so eenerally, and with such effect, as
to warrant the decision of the board. Evi-
dence on that question will be accumulated
for months, Meanwhile we have nothing to do
but to nccept, as the legal and presumably the
just decision, that whici the board has ren-
dered.

Publie opinion would be very much less in-*
elined to that course but for two facta. Ever
wince the votes were cast the Demoeratic
leulers and journals have shown a disposition
to take sdvantage of any techuicality, any
trick, any trand, or any act of violence what-
ever, in oder to sneceed. They have openly
avowed the hope that the will of the people
might be defeated in Vermont, Nebraska, and
Oregon ; have resorted to  glaring  judicial
nanrpation to defeat it in Bonth Carolina ; and
the gathering of the armed men at Colum-
bin showed a readiness to prevent the cast-
ing of the votes by foree.  These things hinye
gone far to tirn against them that just publie
opinion which was, st the outset, inelined
ruther to apprebend wrong from Republican
maungers. Moreover, to the end the Demo-
crats have ecluimed as perfeetly legal the en-
tire vote of the parishes in which it is most
notorious that no legal election was held—in
Fast Feliciann, for example, where not a single
Republican voted out of more than 2,000
regiatered. The natural feeling is that men
who want to win by sueh moans are uot on-
titled to conlidence when they claim to have
been wronged,

But the great fact in this case is that the
Pepublicans have not relied upon vague and
loose assertions of intimidation as they did,
either in negleet of public opinion or from
inability to do otherwise, on former oceasious,
It have submitted o mass of proof which im-
pregses very strougly those who have examined
it. The most cautious witnesses who have
investigated the matter at Now-Orleans, with
no predilection favorable to the Republicans,
are staggered, and some, including Mr. Red-
field of The Cincinnati Commercial, completely
vonvineed, by this aray of testimony. Now
the question is one of fact, and a peculiarly
diMicult one to decide. Prof. Lowell, whose
fairneas and independence have lately been
acknowledged by his opponents, has very
justly remarked that this question did not
«eem to be one which could be answered a
thousand miles away. I those who have in-
vestigated it most thoroughly on the spot find
the Republican ease exceedingly strong, there
is, at least, all the presumption in its favor
which an official decision gives. That decision
mny be reversed, or the full evidence may
show that it was incorreet, but the only
legitimute and proper presumption at this
time is that it was based upon evidence which
few persons have yet had opportunity to
examine,

We should xreatly rejoice to know that
Messts, Huves and Wheeler had been duly
clected, with such strict regard for law and
justice that fair men could not dispute the re-
sult, As yoi wo have only a less gratifying
assurance that the official decision . their
favor is legal aud just in every State but one,
and in that State, though still open to doubt,
is supported by a strong presumpiion and by
a mass of proof which nunprejudiced investi-
gutors treat with great serionsness and respect,

CREMATION AND BURIAL.

The incineration of the remains of the
Baron de Palm yesterday at  Washington,
Penn,, will renew the discussion of the com-
parative advantages of burning and of buvial.
As o chemical experiment before an audivnce
consisting largely of newspaper reporters the
affuir was a suceess, As a great social ‘ono-
vation, destined to change the eivilized world’s
customs, it wus uot impressive although no
expense had been spared with such irtent.
A few hours after the processa was fin-
ished, the gentlemen who bad had it
m charge mede speeches about its merits,
at a mecting in the Town Hall. The
event will lend special interest to that
portion of the Sixth Annual Report of the
Massachusotte State Board of Health which
examines the relutive advantages of these two
methods of disposing of the dead. This part
of the Report is written by Dr. J. F. A,
Adama of Pittsfleld, Mass. It contains a Bib-
liography of Cremation, which shows by its
extent and variety the great interest which

ihe subject has excited, mostly in modern
In conclusion, after a full and fair
Dr. Adams sees no cause
present system of burial.
“endeared to the hearts of all Christendom
“ties of religion and sentiment.” As
ticed in the rural cemeteries of to-day, he
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Upon the point, and it is an important ons,
of the influence of the burial of the dead upoa
the public health, Dr. Adams is
gurprised at the small amount of evidence
which he has been able to gather of any posi-
tive injury known to result from burial-gronnda,
Only five cnses have been reported in Mussa-
chusetts. One of these occuited *years ago,?
oue “some years ago;” two are accounted for
by neighboring nuisances with which burial
had nothing to do; and in only one was there
n reasonable presumption that the cemetery
may have caused injury to health, The weight
of testimony from different parts of the coun-
try is against any appreciable injury to the
public health from the proximity of cemete-
ries. Nor can Dr. Adams, after the most care-
ful analysis, find a single example of disense
presumably induced by water contaminated by
the neighborhood of burial-grounds. The
whole matter is summed up as follows: “A
“living man in sound health is far more to
“ bhe dreaded as a disease-producing agent than
“is a dead man buried with ordinary care.”
Of medical gentlemen iterrogated upon the
point, more- than a third gave their testimony
in favor of the adoption of cremation as a
substitnte for burial, But some of the opposite
opinions were very strong ones, Dr. Acland of
Oxford, England, regards inhumation as * the
“ hest, scientifically, and the most congenial to
“haman feelings,” Dr, Beale of London re-
garda interment as “the only method really =
“ gvailable.” Prof. Charles A. Cameron of
Dublin is of opinion that * the earth is the
“proper receptacle of dead bodies” Dr.
Beard of this city thinks that “the amount
“ of sickness that is demonstrably caused by
“ cemeteries must be comparatively trifling.”
There is difference of opinion among medieal
men, but it does not appear to be either strong
or wide,

Finally, according to Dr. Adams, pyre ere-
mation as performed by the ancients nod by
modern Asiatic pations is an inecomplete and
disgusting process. Cremation by the Siemens
furnace at a very high temperatare is in no
way offensive, nor is it likely to contaminate
the atmosphere,  Burial in contracted spaces
of ground has been repeatedly proved injuri-
ons to the health of the community. Extra-
mural interment, with regulations for prevent-
ing crowding, prevents any possible injury to
the public health. Lastly, eremation “ is an
“jnnovation not demanded in this conntry on
“ sanitary grounds.”” These views, being those
of one who has given an unusually careful
attention to the subject, have a higher value
at least than the sentiments of those who have
only given the question cursory or poctical
considerntion.
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PERSONAL.

The son of the late President Tyler is &
professor at Willinm and Mary College.

President Welling of Colnmbian Universit
(s tiot to be an editor of the new Democratic pewspaper,
uA W roported.

Gov. Hayes's grandfather, Roger Birchard,
les In wn ol Sarutogs cemetery, where nls grave ls often
vi=itidd by s grandson,

Mr. Edwin Booth hus ducats most honorably
eorned. Tt s plensant to state that he has just paid
142,500 for 4 block of bulldings tn Chicago,

Cadet Smith, the colored boy who did not
purtienlordy enjoy life at West Puint and who was die
missed for incompetency, has just died inBouth Caroling,
whore he was ten hing.

Miss Elis, the young lady at Weslevan,
who lias besn forced to resign her post as oluss poet be-
caitas her brilliant brother-students did not think &
womman ouehit to bold it, may comfort hersell with the
refleetion that It was all o matter of prejuiice snd not of
bruils.

Walt Whitman does not believe in crema-
tlon, Hesald the other day that*it mukes o Tellow
tremible o think of the iron-hearted progress of the aga
Wiien the life has gone out of the body 1 rather respecd
the old shell for .ﬂ’u haa been as well ws for all it has
contained."

Miss Franccs Power Cobbe is a writer of
good Eogush and stout editovial; she is also 8
minfle-aged woman of the most liberal  pro-
portions, Complaining one day that she had a “ pain la
the small of her buek,” a spolied ntaut of n younger
brothoer eried rasher to her disgust, * Well, Fanny, woere
i# the smull of your back ™

Archbishop Wood sat in his Philadeiphis
st the uther day. In eawe a reporfer of Tae In
quirer and said : * They are going to burn the body of
Raron de Palm jo-morrow st Wushingtou' Then at-
awered the Arcliblshup (says the reporier): “ And his
soul will bo burning in the vther world probably, forl
Jeurn that he wos o wember of & soalety of unbellovers?®

Gov. Jewell's younger daughter is a very
charitable young person. Bbe bas $2,500 a year for pine
money, and during ber last Winter in Wasblugton spoat
nearly all her money in supporting several poor familing,
whom siie dnily visited in person, anid for whose wauls
sbo earcd. She alse organlized o Doreas mu{. whost
geperons fingers mado wany garments for the Prar.
Jl';.mln writea the admlring correspoudent of Jhe

imes.

President Grant has been telling Senator
Gordon this story, which is uot the worse for having
been told before : * When the three Cowmisstoners med
ns at Portress Monroe, Mr. Stephens came swniddied up
from top to toe In an enormons overnoat. Lincoln oalled
me aside as Stephens wiaa disrobing, sud observisd,
s Girant, what does that performance of - Btephens's re-
mind you off' I suswered, * Mr. Preaident, 1 do not
know,  But whal does it remind you of ' With one of
Yis rpueer winks, Lineoln aatid: * It reminds ma of
biguest slinoks off of (he smalieat var I aver saw in my
fe'*

At a certain hour every afternoon Washing-
ton loungers on subprban drives meet au old gentleman
Jopging ulong on a Very trusty, surc-footed animal. Itis
George Bancroft, His gray baolr and long floating gray
beard run together.  His large spectacles scom to be Leid
on by the shicld of tho low cap he wonrs, and his slighty
trim, lithe form is always closely compnssed by o snig
fAittine donble-breastod coat.  Flo rides with ease, and for
g0 ol o man, with My, Davoroft is ns vigorous
as many men of halt his age. His hubits are regnlald,
studions, methodieal. He rises carly—at ahout & o'elock
in the Winter—kitndles his own grate-fire, takos nonp
coffve, wid works, He bas tsken nsuu him many of b
hnbits of the student wen of the old worid, and performs
much of his Inbor befora the doy of modern Kunlk‘ll
nien begins, The afternoon e spends in taking his * cone
stitutional™ excrcise, In the evening he eitber receives
Iits frieds, or attends the peception of seme disting
PUrsen.

PULITICAL NOTES

And yet the National debt might have been
pald with banauas from Santo Dominge

The times are vipe for another manifesto
from the National Democratio headquarters.

The general sentiment about the frst day’s

work of the Demoeratic House seems to be that the paty
18 the * aame old sixpence.”

It muy be a misapprehension, but it looks a8
If any stranger wundering into Columbin, 8, C., at this
time would be in danger of being seized aud seated 88 8
member of the Republican Logislature.

Will' some eminent piblicist now take hié
pen from beNind his ear and set forth within reasouable -
compass the sum total of benefloent reaults wplished
by tlie pilgrimage of the vimting statesmen 1

The President’s message has uot stirred W
any sulmiated comment. Even the Democrats a0 nok
able to get exolted about it, which la the best possible
evidenoe of ita harmless character, The

journals &re not able to say much more about it (el
characteristlo document™=




